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Portrait 


Religious people of every faith are be- 
ginning to realize that the present Pope of 
Rome is one of the most eble, successful 
Popes the Church has had for many genera- 
tions. Presiding over a world-wide church 
during the years of a world-wide war, 
which is also a civil and religious war, Pius 
XII has emerged a stronger figure than ever 
and is expertly and justitiabl. italizing 
on the resurgent passions of ‘be ated re- 
ligionists throughout the world. \W ‘th Mus- 
solini gone, the King gone and Hitle. going, 
the Pope emerges as a symbol ct eternal 
Rome—in the political and cultural rea'ms 
as well as the religious. 


Newsman in Italy say that thousands of 
fugitives—the Jews among them receiving 
priority—found sanctuary in the Vatican 
from Nazis and fascists during the period 
between the armistice and the United Na- 
tions entry into Rome. With the Vatican 
and the numerous convents and monasteries 
around Rome setting an example, Roman 
citizens also harbored refugees, and the at- 
mosphere of shared danger did more to clear 
away fascism than any official purge could 
have done. 


The Pope is also making skillful use of 
the papal audience. Numerous reports tell 
of the crowds of Allied soldiers who go to 
the Vatican in a continuing stream. Fre- 
quently the Pope receives as many as 3,000 
soldiers in a day. Most of them are boys 
from the United States, who, as one writer 
puts it, troop up the Scala Regia nudging 
one another and trying to look nonchalant. 
American officials, diplomats, generals, and 
writers are regularly received by the Pope 
in private audience, during which many 
problems of war and peace are discussed 
frankly and at length. 


The Pope is by all means one of the 
best informed leaders in the world today, 
no doubt far more so than most of the poli- 
tical great names. With his rising popular- 
ity, his natural skill and ability and his long 
standing international fame as a genuine 
scholar, combined with the amazingly cohe- 
sive organization of his world-wide church, 
he will clearly have little difficulty in mak- 
ing gains over a sectarian-minded, divided, 
self-engrossed Protestantism. 


British Influence in Italy 


As we have reported to you frequently 
in the past, the whole situation in Italy con- 


(Continued on next page) 


_to compromise their ideals to insure political support. 





AS AMERICANS FIGHT and die today on soil bearing such familiar names as 
Chateau-Thierry, Belleau Wood and the Marne, the ghosts of Americans who died 
there a generation ago are looking down on this new tide of Americans boys—some of 
them the actual blood sons of these ghosts—and are saying, “Hi, son, so they’re doing 
it to you, too!” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


The international picture is hopeful and promising of peace in one important chan- 
nel of activity, and is filled with deception and doubt in another. The hopeful aspects 
are found in the steady advance being made by conferences of international experts 
who have been meeting during past months to work out international cooperation in 
food and war relief, in money systems and finance, in air transport and in world-wide 
oil control. 

Naturally decisions have been made in the conferences of technical experts that 
have aroused strong objections in various quarters, but there is great hope in the fact 
th.‘ wherever highly trained specialists of many countries have been drawn together 
they “ave been able quickly to reach conclusions that herald a new era of cooperation 
and mutual understanding. It proves something extremely important: When the poli- 
ticians ai> kept out, young scientists and technical men can get together, can cooperate 
and can shu: ‘ie world that a better world society can be built through mutual under- 
standing and cocperation. Politicians may be good men, but they are forever forced 
Perhaps the young oil man, 
the aviator and the economist will show us the way. 

Dumbarton Doubts 

Although the news is suppressed, all is not going as well as it seems at the Dumbar- 
ton Oaks international conference. Mr. Hull and his delegates are doing their best, 
but they know that the obstacles to peace are not really being faced. Much is being 
done, and successfully so, to set up machinery for peace—just as the League of Nations 
was set up at Versailles—but, also just as at Versailles, the real, basic values that 
caused this war, and will cause World War III, are being quietly avoided and pushed 
back. 

By the time you read this—or soon after—the official propaganda machine will be 
inundating us with triumphal paeans based upon the establishment of a pattern for 
peace machinery. And keep your eye on how this will be done in relation to the poli- 
tical situation coming up here in November. Remember, paeans sounded after the 
Moscow and Tcheran conferences, but subsequent revelations indicated that extremely 
limited agreements had been worked out and that many old problems of selfish interest 
causing deep cleavages in the peace foundations had come up. (Did you read the Satur- 
day Evening Post articles in which Forrest Davis admitted openly that Roosevelt spent 
much of his time at Teheran keeping Churchill and Stalin from pulling hair?) 

We must rejoice at all progress toward peace, and peace machinery must be set 
up, but we shouldn’t let the political leaders deceive us into thinking that genuine pro- 
gress has been made until they have attempted to solve the real issues. Anyone you meet 
around the National Press Clib in Washington, where the skilled observers gather, 
who has been trying to cover the diplomatic meetings for the American people, will 
tell you that the real issues of the war have not been faced. This is aside from the 
outstanding fact that international political negotiations are being carried forward on 
the principle of “secret agreements, secretly arrived at.” No one with a loved one 
in France or in the South Pacific can feel comfortable about that. 

Peace Enforcement 

One oi the things that has been worked over by the diplomats is the problem of 
preventing Germany from ever again becoming strong, and it is being settled by divid- 
ing up Germany so everybody gets a piece, (except Uncle Sam). A post-war machinery 
of cooperation with military arrangements to enforce peace has been carefully considered, 
but what has not been told is that Britain is angling for a set up of military policing 
that will bring American arms in to assist the British, French and Dutch in holding 
down their increasingly turbulent colonial areas. Uncle Sam is delicately shying away 
from this while the Soviet delegates in open amusement offer to help police the empire 
colonial areas. This proposal sends the British ind Dutch delegates back to their hotel 
rooms with sick headaches. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Justice and Civil Liberty 


Justice and civil liberties are blurred for Negroes in Memphis, 
although news of the situation is generally suppressed. Leading 
citizens were indiscriminately attacked by two thugs who are said 
to have “done work at times for the police.” Apparently the at- 
tacks were made with the intent to terrorize the Negro population 
generally, and although detailed descriptions of the attackers were 
given the police, no arrests had been made at the time of this writing. 

Soon after the Negro labor meeting at which A. Philip Randolph, 
head of the AFL Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, spoke (see 
3etween the Lines, June 5, 1944), the assaults on outstanding Negro 
residents of Memphis began. Lieutenant George Lee, political 
leader and author; Benjamin Bell, labor organizer; and Dr. Kelso 
and Dr. Walker, community leaders; were severely beaten. Nat O. 
Williams, editor of The (Negro) Memphis World, was threatened 
with a “horsewhipping,” and the pastor of Mt. Nebo (Negro) Bap- 
tist Church just managed to escape two assailants who were armed 
with iron pipe. One explanation offered by the Workers Defense 
League for this “reign of terror’ against Negroes is that Memphis 
political bosses wish to put a speedy end to Negro participation in 
independent political action. 

The temper of the country as a whole has been one of increased 
racial friction affecting Negroes, Jews and Japanese-Americans, says 
the American Civil Liberties Union in its annual review. “Most 
catastrophic” consequence of this tension has been the exclusion 
from the Pacific coast of persons of Japanese-American ancestry and 
their detention in relocation centers. Other incidents are listed, 
emong them the Supreme Court’s refusal to review the conviction 
of eighteen members of the Socialist Workers party convicted under 
the 1940 peacetime sedition act, and the case of the Negro who chal- 
lenged racially segregated draft quotas. 

Thirty events were listed as commendable, and twenty-two, of a 
“less substantial” nature, as censurable. The repeal of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act was listed as a gain, as were the movements to abolish 
the poll tax and white primaries, the increased support of civil rights 
for the Mexican-American minority and the growing public aware- 
ness of the evils of an expanding anti-semitism. 

Non-war gains for justice and civil liberties were listed as: 

1. No instance of mob violence since race riots of the 
summer. 


2. Only one reported lynching. 


3. No report of any noteworthy interference with public as- 
sembly, 

4. Only two cases of dismissal of college teachers for their 
opinions. 

5. No proceeding brought against communists, “who now con- 
form to all leading majority dogmas.” 

\ quarterly report of the Civil Liberties Union reviews cases of 
significance, some of which appear below: 

1. The United States Supreme Court will review the anpeal 
of Mitsuye Endo testing the right of the government to hold an 
American citizen of Japanese ancestry in a relocation center. Miss 
Endo has been interned for two years. The case of Fred. G. Kore- 
matsu will also be reviewed by the Supreme Court to test the alleced 
breach of constitutional rights in the forcible removal from Pacific 
coast areas of citizens of Japanese-American ancestry. An appeals 
court had upheld the evacuation and detention orders in the face of 
Korematsu’s contention that it was unconstitutional to do so solely 
on the ground of racial origin. 

2. The United States Supreme Court split five to four in an 
important case involving religious liberties when it reversed a lower 
court ruling that had passed on the truth or falsity of evidence in 
the case of Edna and Donald Ballard, leaders of the “I Am” tmove- 
ment and claimants to miraculous communication with the spirit 
world ard supernatural powers to heal the sick. The Ballards were 
charged with using the mails to defraud, and the question before the 
court was whether the constitutional guarantee of freedom of religion 
affords immunity from criminal prosecution for misrepresentation. 

The indictment charged that their representations were false and 
that they “well knew” they were false. The opinion of the court, 
delivered by Justice Douglas, held that “the religious views espoused 
might seem incredible, if not preposterous, to most people. But if 
those doctrines are subject to trial before a jury charged with find- 
ing their truth or falsity, then the same can be done with the re- 
ligious beliefs of any sect. When the triers of fact undertake that 
task, they enter a forbidden domain. ” The Court concluded that 
the “district court had ruled properly when it withheld from the 
jury all questions concerning the truth or falsity of the religious 
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beliefs of the respondents.” The Court held that the fact that some 
religious experiences seem to be incomprehensible does not mean 
that they can be made suspect before the law. The farmers of the 
Constitution “fashioned a charter of government which envisaged 
the widest possible toleration of conflicting views. Man’s relation 
to his God was made no concern of the State.” 

3. Since the Supreme Court’s ruling regarding the exclusion 
of Negroes from white primaries, Southern states have been trying 
to circumvent the ruling. Cases in Texas indicate that both Negroes 
and Mexicans are being denied the right to vote in primary elections. 
Efforts are being made by the National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People and others to enforce the law through pro- 
testations to the Department of Justice. The Department seems «1- 
willing to prosecute. The FBI is being asked to investigate an in- 
stance of refusal to allow ten qualified Negroes to register in Mobile, 
Alabama, and of the refusal of election officials to permit a Negro 
to register in Birmingham. 

4. Advocacy of polygamy for sincere religious reasons is not 
a federal offense, nor is its published expression to be denied mail- 
ing rights, according to the United States District Court Judge at 
Salt Lake City, who quashed an indictment for obscenity brought 
against “Truth,” the publication of a dissident Mormon sect in Utah. 
Holding that the Mormon Church for many years advocated poly- 
gamy, the court ruled that the prohibition of polygamy is a purely 
local affair in the absence of any widespread violation of the law 
and that its advocacy, “far from being exciting, is repugnant.” The 
court said: “One cannot pick up a national magazine, or go to the 
theatre or movie without being confronted with illustrations and 
advertisements that tend more to incite sexual desire than does any- 
thing in ‘Truth’.” 

5. Southern railroad management and labor sat down in Wash- 
ington to confer on equal employment rights for Negroes on southern 
railroads. This marks the first break in a long and bitter struggle. 
It comes as the direct result of mediation by the special presidential 
committee appointed when the railroads and unions refused to 
comply with rulings of the Fair Employment Practice Committee 
covering cases of discrimination against Negroes. According to 
Chief Justice Stacy of the North Carolina Supreme Court, chairman 
of the special committee which arranged the meetings, the southern 
railroads and unions are seeking to make individual agreements. 

6. Congress has allotted the funds necessary to continue the 
Fair Employment Practice Committee for another year. The com- 
mittee, appointed by the President and a keystone in the administra- 
tion’s anti-discrimination policy, exists precariously from one year 
to the next. Bills now before Congress seek to constitute the FEPC 
a permanent agency. By the time this appears in print definite Con- 
gressional action will probably have been taken. 

7. In two sweeping decisions upholding constitutional guarantees 
of freedom from unlawful search and seizure, Judge Ralph Jenney 
of the Federal District Court in Los Angeles, rejected claims of 
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that they were im- 
mune from liability in civil suits on the grounds that federal agents 
are not accountable for damages committed in line of duty. The 
cases, claiming damages for unlawful search, were brought by 
members of the Mankind United Associates whose homes were in- 
vaded by the agents in search of seditious literatures. In one case 
no search warrant had been issued. 

Judge Jenney cited the broad protections offered by the Fourth 
Amendment against unreasonable search and seizure. As to the 
responsibility of law enforcement officers for damages, he said that 
“when a public officer acts outside the scope of his authority or... 
in a wanton, malicious and unlawful manner . . . and injures a private 
citizen, he is liable in action for damages.” 


Emphasis by Omission 
Several editors have commented on the fact that President Roose- 
velt made a significant omission in his speech accepting the Demo- 


cratic nomination for a fourth term. Quoting Abraham Lincoln, 
Mr. Roosevelt said: “With firmness in the right, as God gives us to 
see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind 
up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the 
battle, and for his widow, and his orphan—to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and 
all nations.” 

In using this quotation, the President pointedly eliminated eight 
words. The eight words censored were these: “With malice toward 
none; wtih charity for all.” 

By this may not all men see and measure the greatness of heart 
and spirit of past and present? 





